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Reprinted from the 1969-70 Annual Report

of the John and Mary R. Markle Foundation

50 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N. Y. 10020.

Nineteen hundred and fifty was a notable year: India was
proclaimed an independent republic; President Truman in-
structed the Atomic Energy Commission to produce the
hydrogen bomb, and also, in that year, signed a bil creating
the National Science Foundation; George Bernard Shaw died
at the age of 94; and after years of debate, CBS was given the

right to start color television broadcasts. Though these were
the headlines, the mid-mark of the twentieth century may
come to be remembered best as the dawn of the Age of
Television.

Like many other new times, the Age of Television dawned
suddenly, and reached a zenith so rapidly that it is hard to
remember what life before was like. In 1947 the medium was
a rarity in the United States, and only about 14,000 families

had sets. By i 950 five milion American familes owned sets.
From that point on, television quickly became omnipresent
in American society. Today over 95% of American house-
holds in all sectors of the country-South, West, Midwest,
Northwest, and East-and of all income levels, own at least
one television set. Now more families own two television sets
than owned one in 1950.

This is the Age of Television, not only in the sense of wide

ownership of television sets, but much more importantly in
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